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The  spirit  of  religious  inquiry  which  has  burst  forth  amongst 
Roman   Catholics  in  almost   every  part  of   Ireland,  strikingly 
manifested  itself  in   Dublin  in  the  Lent  of  1849.     Crowds  at- 
tended the  controversial  lectures,  delivered  every  week,  in  three 
or  four  churches,  and  as   the  year   advanced,   their  appetite  for 
truth  seemed  to  "  grow  with  that  it  fed  on."     In  June  a  placard 
was  put  forth  by  the  priests  of  Westland-row,  promising  to  give, 
in  a  series  of  lectures,   *'  a  brief  exposition  of  the  Epistle  of  St. 
Paul  to  the  Hebrews,  and  an  elucidation  of  the  oneness  and  all- 
sufficiency  of  the  sacrifice  of  the  cross."     This  announcement  of 
an  enterprise  so  hazardous  to  Roman  Catholic  doctrine  attracted 
the  attention   of  very  many — Protestants  and  Roman   Catholics 
alike.     On  the  evening  of  the  Gth  of  June  the  gathered  crowd 
of  eager  listeners  was  horrified  by  one  of  the  priests,  who  read 
out  one  of   the  forms    of   excommunication  belonging    to  his 
church  against  a  man  distributing  handbills  at  the  door.     That 
excommunication  called  forth  the  first  of  the  following  letters. 
The  simple  purpose  of  all  of  them  is  to  explain  and  expose  the 
principles  and  practices  of  every-day  Popery,  in  a  plain,  practical, 
and  popular  way,    so  as  to  warn  Protestants   and  to    awaken 
Roman   Catholics  to  escape  from    the  danger  and  death  that 
encompass  the  victim  of  the  papal  system  of  falsehood  and  fraud. 
May  God  give  to  all  who  read  them  the  spirit  of  a  sound 
mind  and  right  judgment  in  all  things,  that  they   may  shun  the 
evil  and   seek  the  good,  and  win  their  way  to  heaven  through 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord  and  Saviour.     Amen. 

A.  T.  C. 

April  10th,  1850. 


*^*   The  remainder  of  the  series  will  be  shortly  published  in 
parts  like  the  present. 


LETTERS  OE  "A  TRUE  CATHOLIC/' 


I. 

FOPISH  EXCOMMUNICATION  BY  BELL,  BOOK,  AND  CANDLE- 
LIGHT IN  WESTLAND-KOW   MASS-HOUSE. 

TO    THE    EDITOR    OF    THE    WARDEB. 

Sir, — It  is  not  often  that  our  fellow-citizens  are  entertained  with 
the  display  of  a  piece  of  genuine  Popery,  such  as  was  exhibited  at 
Westland^row.  on  last  Wednesday  evening.  The  ire  of  a  young 
disciple  of  Dr.  Mac  Hale  was  roused  by  the  audacity  of  a  man 
who  ventured  to  give  to  persons  entering  the  chapel  a  small 
hand-bill,  announcing  a  lecture  on  the  Sacrament  of  Penance,  to 
be  delivered  in  St.  Michan's  Church  on  the  following  evening,  by 
the  Rev.  J.  N.  Griffin.  The  meek-spirited  lecturer  opened  the 
pulpit  ministrations  by  declaring  his  intention  to  excommunicate 
the  distributor  of  the  hand-bills,  then  and  there,  and  that  he 
would  confer  the  same  favour  on  any  of  the  "  faithful  and  beloved" 
who  should  dare  to  receive  and  regard  them.  He  then  proceeded 
to  go  through  the  usual  form  of  excommunication  in  the  Roman 
Church,  and  cursed  the  hapless  wight  in  his  head,  ears,  eyes,  nose, 
mouth,  hands,  legs,  &c.,  in  sitting,  in  walking,  in  standing,  in 
lying  ;  from  the  crown  of  the  head  to  the  sole  of  the  foot,  &c. 
He  closed  the  book,  blew  out  the  candles,  and  rang  the  bell,  and 
80  delivered  him  over  to  Satan.  The  son  of  Popery  lashed  him- 
self into  a  perfect  fury,  obviously  forgetting  that  "heretical"  eyes 
were  fixed  upon  his  proceedings. 

If  this  is  the  tone  and  temper  of  the  Popish  controversialists  of 
Westland-row,  who  have  superseded  the  Rev.  Dr.  O'Connell  (as, 
perhaps,  too  mild  and  gentlemanly  for  them  to  imitate),  and  think, 
by  brutal  demonstrations  of  wicked  malignity,  instead  of  fair  ar- 
gument and  free  discussion,  to  advance  or  maintain  their  totter- 
nig  cause,  they  will  find  themselves  grossly  out  in  tlieir  reckon- 
ing. 

1  have  reason  to  know  that  numbers  of  the  Roman  Catholics 
in  this  city,  as  well  as  those  in  the  country,  are  reading  the  Word 
of  God,  and  examining  the  foundation  of  the  peculiar  doctrines 
of  Popery,  and  that  they  will  not  be  put  off  with  barbarian  absur- 
dities and  monstrosities,  as  wicked  as  they  are  weak.  The 
Popish  placards  state  that  the  priestly  lecturers  will  give  "  an 
elucidation  of  the  oneness  and  all  sufficiency  of  the  sacrifice  of 
the  cross,"  in  order  to  satisfy  the  doubts  of  some  of  their  co- 
religionists, who  have  been  stumbled  by  some  statements  made  by 


Dr.  O'Connell  a  few  weeks  ago — and  why  do  they  not  confine 

themselves  to  that  ?     They  promise  to  explain  the  Epistle  to  the 

Hebrews— and  why  do  they  not  proceed  with  their  task  ?       We 

know  they  are  anxiously  watched  by  both  Protestants  and  Papists 

in  every  statement  they  make ;  and  that  they  cannot,  by  bell- 

book-and-candlelight   excommunications,    repress    the   spirit   of 

inquiry  that  is  abroad.      If  they  maintain  that  there  is  a  sacrifice 

in  the  mass,  let  them  tell  whether  it  is  a  living  or  a  dead  one 

a  bloody  or  unbloody  ;  and  of  what  order  is  their  priesthood 

whether  that  of  Aaron  or  of  Melchisedec— or  whether  it  is  not  a 

blasphemous  assumption  of  the  priesthood  of  Christ,  which  is  an 

unchangeable  priesthood,  not  passing  from  Ilim  to  another,  for  it 

is  "  after  the  power  of  an  endless  life."  (Heb.  vii.  16.) 

Let  the  priests  of  the  Church  of  Rome  try  for  once  an  honest 

appeal  to  reason,  and  learn  to  be  followers  of  Him  who  gave  his 

disciples  the  charge,  "  Love  your  enemies,  bless  them  that  curse 

you,  do  good  to  them  that  hate  you  "  (Matt.  v.  44)  ;  the  spirit  of 

whose  religion  ever  enjoins,  "  Bless  and  curse  not,"  (Rom.  xii.  14). 

I  am,  &c.  &c., 

A  True  Catholic. 
June  9,  1849. 


IL 

POPISH  PRIESTS,  PRACTICES,  PREACHINGS,  PROCESSIONS, 
PUZZLES,  AND  PRAYERS,  &c.,  IN  WESTLAND-ROW  MASS- 
HOUSE. 

TO    THE    EDITOR    OF    THE   WARDER. 

Sir, — In  my  last  communication,  reference  was  made  only  to 
the  excommunication  that  took  place  on  Wednesday  week  ;  I 
now  come  to  speak  of  some  of  the  subsequent  proceedings.  On 
the  evening  of  Friday,  the  8th  inst.,  the  priest,  who  undertook  to 
instruct  the  ignorant  and  correct  the  wayward,  and  satisfy  the 
doubting,  and  compose  the  unsettled,  and  retain  or  bring  back 
the  wandering  members  of  the  Roman  apostacy  in  this  city,  as 
well  as,  doubtless,  to  catch  any  stray  Protestant  who  might  step 
in,  through  curiosity,  to  witness  the  antics  of  the  night,  gave 
out  as  his  text  the  last  three  verses  of  the  gospel  of  St.  Matthew : 
and  proceeded  to  prove  that  nothing  was  impossible  to  God,  and 
of  course  wished  the  people  to  believe  that  God  could  even 
work  contradictions.  He  instanced  the  creation  of  the  world  to 
show  His  almighty  power,  and  then  turned  to  one  of  the  ancient 
liturgies  to  prove  that  the  primitive  Church  held  the  real  pre- 
sence of  Christ's  body  and  blood  in  the  sacramental  blood  and 
wine.  The  learned  theologue  forgot — perhaps  never  knew — 
that  Dupin,  the  Roman  Catholic  historian,  proved  all  those  litur- 
gies to  be  forgeries  of  some  centuries  later  than  the  times  in 
which  these  pretended  authors  lived.  But  after  reading  from  one 
of  these  forgeries,  the  ghostly  father  told  a  fearful  tale  of  the 
horrible  cruelties  and  cannibalism  which  the  Pagans  charged  upon 
the  early  Christians,  alleging  that  they  stole  young  children,  and 


after  having  killed  them,  did  eat  their  raw  flesh,  and  drink  their 
blood  out  of  their  tender  skulls  !  In  fact,  the  pitiful  preacher 
dwelt  so  pathetically  on  the  details  of  those,  *'  Tliyestean  ban- 
quets," that  at  least  a  dozen  ladies  had  not  only  their  feelings  but 
their  stomachs  affected  by  the  recital ;  and  then  his  reverence 
stated  that  St.  Justin  and  Pope  Clement  II.,  two  fathers  of  that 
age,  defended  the  Christians,  by  declaring  that  it  was  not  really 
or  cot-porallt/^  or  fleshly  that  they  ate  flesh  and  drank  blood  in 
tiie  Lord's  Supper,  but  spiritually  and  in  cGmmemoration  of  his 
last  supper.  The  poor  man  really  thought  his  hearers  had  no 
brains,  and  therefore  that  even  this  statement  of  a  saint  and  a 
pope  would  not  shake  their  steady  belief  of  the  primitive  anti- 
quity of  the  actual  body  and  blood  in  the  mass. 

At  last  the  feeling  father  marked  the  general  sensation  of  dis- 
gust amongst  "  the  faithful " — got  confounded — said  he  would 
read  from  another  ancient  father — looked  for  the  book — apolo- 
gised by  saying  that  he  had  forgotten  it — and  promised  he  would 
read  it  on  another  evening,  with  other  proofs  from  the  fathers, 
and  observed  that  it  was  not  safe  to  depend  on  tlie  Scriptures 
without  tradition  !  Well,  it  must  be  that  this  priest — and  per- 
haps other  priests — believing  even  contradictions  and  absurdities 
not  impossible  to  God,  dream  that  He  has  imparted  to  them  also 
some  of  this  mighty  power — so  that  what  they  will  they  can 
effect,  even  to  the  clarifying  of  the  intellects,  by  confounding  the 
mind  and  harrowing  the  feelings  of  their  poor  deluded  votaries 
and  victims. 

The  next  exhibition  which  I  shall  notice  took  place  on  last 
Sunday  evening,  when  there  were  installed  no  less  than  three 
orders  of  scapulars  among  the  confraternities  of  the  parish — 
red,  white,  and  blue.  There  was  a  grand  procession  of  over  200 
men  dressed  with  red,  white,  and  blue  calico  and  ribbons.  Vest- 
ments had  been  sent  from  different  otlier  chapels  to  variegate 
the  scene ;  the  confraternity-men  walked  two  and  two  with 
lighted  tapers  in  their  hands.  A  wag  compared  one  of  the  ex- 
hibitors to  Trinculo,  the  jester,  in  Shakspeare's  Tempest^  be- 
cause of  his  tri-coloured  dress — the  upper  part  of  it  was  blue 
and  red,  and  the  lower  white  trimmed  with  brown.  After  the 
men  came  about  thirty  boys,  some  with  pictures  of  the  Virgin, 
of  St.  Andrew,  and  of  a  sheep  with  a  book  on  its  back,  and 
sundry  seals  attached ;  and  others  with  crosses,  candles,  and 
censers — and  next  came  six  priests,  two  and  two,  with  scarlet 
cloaks — and  last  of  all  marched  Doctor  Meyler,  having  a  canopy 
over  his  head,  borne  by  eight  men  of  the  tri-coloured  robe.  Over 
a  dozen  of  the  boys  wore  tunics  and  a  kind  of  crown ;  the  rest 
had  their  heads  tied  round  with  broad  white  ribbon.  The  pro- 
cession closed  with  a  number  of  men  and  women  following  on 
their  knees.  When  the  procession  had  reached  round  the  altar, 
all  order  was  lost  in  the  body  of  the  house,  and  one  of  the 
priests  implored  the  people  not  to  give  scandal,  by  disorderly 
conduct,  to  any  Protestants  who  might  be  witnesses  of  the  scene ; 


but  all  seemed  eager  to  rush  near  to  those  dressed  in  scarlet  and 
gold.  The  effect  of  the  scene  was  heightened  by  a  band,  with 
drums,  assisting  the  organ  ;  and,  after  the  procession  entered  the 
v€stry,  the  priests  unrobed,  and  one  of  them  addressed  the  people 
on  the  consoling  effects  of  this  display  of  confusion  and  tumult — 
explained  the  benefits  to  be  derivt^d  from  the  orders,  if  they 
would  join  them — rehearsed  the  indulgeYices  and  masses  of  which 
they  would  be  partakers — exhorted  them  to  mind  their  duty  and 
not  controversy,  out  of  which  he  never  knew  any  good  to  come — 
of  course  he  meant  to  Popery— told  them  th«  lady  who  was  to 
give  the  Scriptural  instruction  was  unwell,  but  that  he  would  let 
them  know  when  she  would  commence  the  mid-day  class— and 
so  ended  the  mummery  of  the  evftiing* 

On  Monday  evening  the  performances  opened  with  a  benedic- 
tion ;  and  when  "  the  faithful"  knelt  down  to  adore  the  wafer,  a 
poor  man  was  observed  to  retain  his  seat  ai>d  not  pi'ostratfe 
himself.  He  was  told  to  bow,  or  be  off:  he  seemed  quietly  to 
prefer  the  latter ;  but  he  was  not  allowed  to  get  away  so  softly 
as  he  probably  expected ;  for,  in  laying  hands  on  him,  one  made 
free  with  his  Douay  Bible,  in  his  pocket,  and  another  with  his 
purse,  which  contained,  perhaps,  his  all.  The  Bible  was 
returned,  as,  perhaps,  of  little  use  to  the  picker  and  stealer  ;  not 
so  the  cash  ;  that,  however  small,  would  be  of  some  nse.  The 
incident  caused  no  small  stir,  and  seemed  to  have  a  stimulating 
effect  on  the  indignant  lecturer's  oratorical  powers,  for  he  burst 
forth  with  a  tremendous  explosion  upon  the  matchless  effrontery 
of  the  hand-bill  distributor,  who  was  earning  his  penny  outside. 
Only  to  think  of  the  dauntless  impudence  of  the  man  who  could 
dare  to  approach,  as  his  reverence  said,  the  very  gate  of  heaven, 
to  tempt  the  -people  of  God  to  go  to  the  house  of  damnation  ! 
After  wearying  the  people  with  abuse  on  this  head,  he  stated  that 
he  would  not  believe  even  the  Bible  unless  it  was  approved  of  by 
the  Popes  and  Councils,  and  explained  as  they  thought  fit.  But  here 
came  an  episode.  One  of  the  mass  boys  brought  him  a  letter, 
which  he  seemed  reluctant  to  quote,  but  still  ashamed  to  despise. 
He  laid  it  aside,  and  took  it  up  twice  before  he  read  it  aloud :  its 
purport  was  this  : — Why  do  you  nvt  quote  from  the  Protestants^ 
Bible  your  2)r oofs  against  Protestant  doctrine^  for  the  Protestants 
always  quote  from  the  Dournj  version  whenever  they  preach 
controversy  against  Catholic  doctrine  .^  He  did  not  read 
whatever  more  may  have  been  in  the  letter,  but  replied  that  he 
would  never  quote  from  a  corrupted  version  of  the  Scriptures, 
as  there  were  temptations  enough  for  the  faithful  tvithoiit  that  ! 
To  prove  that  the  sacrifice  of  the  mass  was  acceptable  to  God 
for  sin,  he  quoted  from  the  Eleventh  Psalm  that  God  would  not 
despise  the  sacrifice  of  an  humble  and  contrite  heart,  and  then 
argued  that  as  that  was  accepted  without  the  spilHng  of  blood,  so 
was  the  unbloody  sacrifice  of  the  mass  accepted  for  sin,  notwith- 
standing the  principle  laid  down  in  Heb.  ix.  22,  "  Without  the 
shedding  of  blood  is  no  remission."     No  wonder,  amid  such 


ignorance,  or  stupidity,  or  fraud,  the  priest  ehould  have  said,  on 
Sunday  evening,  that  he  never  knew  any  good  to  come  out  of 
controversy  (to  Popery).  After  unblushingiy  stating  that  all 
the  fatliers  agree  that  our  Lord  broke  his  own  body  and  shed  his 
blood  at  the  last  supper,  he  was  about  to  read  from  St.  Augus- 
tine, but,  looking  at  his  watch,  he  said  the  time  was  up,  and 
dismissed  the  people,  who  looked  sur{)rised  at  the  shortness  of 
the  sennon,  and  could  not  forbear  expressing  their  dissatisfaction, 
by  such  remarks  as — "  Queer  preaching,"  "  Bad  reasoning,"  &c. 

On  Tuesday  evening  the  learned  lecturer  quoted  several 
fathers,  and  said  they  held  that  the  body  and  blood  of  Christ 
were  in  the  eucharist  substantially  and  mystically  at  the  same 
time  !  It  was  well  observed  by  one  of  the  audience  to  another, 
that  the  power  of  God  did  not  extend  that  far,  hs  it  would  be  a 
contradiction,  and  therefore  false,  for  God  could  not  lie. 

On  Wednesday  he  treated  the  faithful  to  a  story  from  Ter- 
tuUian,  to  the  effect  that  a  child,  one  year  old,  by  chance  ate 
some  bread  steeped  in  wine  that  had  been  offered  to  idols.  Its 
parents,  who  were  Christians,  brought  it  to  the  priest  to  receive 
the  eucharist,  to  purify  it ;  but  the  child,  guided  by  Divine  in- 
stinct, turned  aside- its  head  when  offered  the  cup  by  the  priest! 
Hereupon  the  people  greatly  wondered  that  the  cup  was  ever 
given  to  the  laity.  But  their  wonder  was  interrupted  by  another 
letter  to  this  effect : — 

"  Rrv.  Sir, — Can  you  or  any  other  priest  prove  the  wine  in  the  sa- 
crament is  transubstantiated  into  blood?  I  read  in  1  Cor.  xi.  21,  that 
some  of  the  Corinthians  got  drunk  in  partaking  of  the  eucharist.  But  the 
same  trial  could  be  made  to-day  ;  and  as  you  could  consecrate  a  large  as 
well  as  a  small  quantity  of  wine,  let  any  priest  or  bishop  consecrate  half  a 
gallon,  and  let  a  man  drirdi  as  much  as  he  cau  of  it,  then  tlie  world  will 
see  if  it  be  really  changed  or  not — I  remain, 

''An  Inqdireb.** 

The  heresy-destroying  lecturer  remarked  that  he  read  the 
letter  merely  to  show  the  horribly  blasphemous  opinions  that  are 
now  abroad,  and  that  he  would  devote  the  next  evening  (Thurs- 
day) to  the  proper  explanation  of  this  and  other  difficulties,  as 
well  as  to  the  long-expected  exposition  of  the  several  chapters 
of  the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews,  which  the  placards  announced  at 
the  begirming  of  the  month,  but  which  had  previously  not  been 
hazarded ;  and  at  the  same  time  to  disappoint  the  heretics,  who 
had  the  parish  poisoned  with  hand-bills  in  order  to  get  a  con- 
gregation for  tliat  evening  in  one  of  their  churches. 

The  pious  purger  of  heretical  impurities  then  recited  one 
*'  Our  Father,"  and  ten  "  Hail,  Mary's  !"  for  the  good  of  the  apos- 
tate "  Holy  Catholic  Church" !  ! 

At  last  came  the  Hebrews  on  Thursday  eveni|ig,  and,  in  ex- 
plaining some  of  the  closing  verses  of  the  ninth  chapter,  he 
actually  asseiJed  that  the  deatii  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  on  the 
cross  at  Calvary  only  atoned  for  the  sins  committed  before  Hi« 
time ;  but  that  since  then  it  was  necessary  for  flim  to  .die. every 
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day  for  the  sins  committed  time  after  time  ! !  Well,  I  have  little 
doubt  that  this  has  been  the  popular  notion  of  the  sacrifice  of 
the  mass,  however  unscriptural  it  may  be,  and  however  ex- 
pressly contrary  to  the  yellow  placard  put  out  by  the  Westland- 
row  priests  this  month,  promising,  along  with  an  exposition  of 
the  Hebrews,  to  give  "  aii  elucidation  of  the  oneness  and  all-suf- 
ficiency of  the  sacrifice  of  the  cross .'"  Now,  for  the  present,  I 
will  only  ask  this  learned  pundit  to  demand  of  Dr.  O'Connell,  of 
Waterford,  how  it  was  tliat  he  dared  to  assert,  some  months 
ago,  that  there  was  only  one  redemptory  sacrifice — that  of  the 
cross ;  and  that  the  one  of  the  mass  was  only  applicatory  to  and 
a  means  of  grace,  like  prayer  and  other  means'  of  applying  the 
benefits  of  Christ's  death  ? 

Dr.  O'Connell  well  knew  there  could  be  no  sacrifice  for  sin  in 
an  unbloody  sacrifice,  like  that  of  the  mass ;  and  yet  they  ab- 
surdly say  that  the  consecrated  bread  contains  the  body  and 
hlood)  bones  and  nerves,  as  well  as  soul  and  divinity,  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ!  Moreover,  the  night  that  the  said  Dr.  O'Connell 
read  the  9th  of  Hebrews,  as  the  text  of  his  lecture,  he  said  there 
was  no  victim  i7i  the  mass.  Let  Dr.  O'Connell  and  his  West- 
land-row  confrere  settle  the  point  between  them,  and,  if  they  can, 
stop  the  inquiries  of  their  co-religionists,  who  are  daily  awaking 
to  a  proper  sense  of  the  wickedness  and  fraud  that  have  hereto- 
fore been  practised  upon  them,  and  are  fast  preparing  to  shake 
off  the  trammels  which  darkness,  error,  and  ignorance  have  kept 
them  in  so  long,  and  to  rear  their  heads  as  freemen,  unfettered 
by  priestly  intolerance,  and  bigotry  and  superstition,  amazed  that 
they  have  been  so  long  stupified  by  that  fell  system,  which  they 
now  have  at  length  discovered  to  be  but  "  a  delusion,  a  mockery, 
and  a  snare." 

Yours,  &c., 

A  True  Catholic. 

Along  with  this  second  letter  there  appeared,  on  the  16th  of 
June,  a  most  characteristic  sort  of  contradiction  from  the  excom- 
municating priest.  It  is  here  given,  and  requires  no  comment  to 
exhibit  its  beauties  and  graces  of  literature  and  love : — 

"popish  excommunication    by  bell,   book,  and  candle- 
light,  IN   WESTLAND-ROW   MASS-HOUSE. 

TO    THI2    EDITOR    OF    THE    WABDEB. 

"  Sib — Under  the  above  heading  a  letter  appeared  hi  your  paper  of  Sa- 
turday lastj  signed  '  A  True  CathoHc'  Having  given  circulation  to  a  ca- 
lumny as  unfounded  as  it  is  malignant,  I  consider  it  but  strict  justice  to 
afford  me  the  opportunity  of  contradicting  it  through  the  same  medium. 
As  the  lecturer  alluded  to  in  that  truly  Catholic  document,  I  hesitated  for 
some  time  whether  I  should  contradict  it,  or  allow  the  concealed  reptile  to 
creep  along  in  the  slime  of  his  own  creation  ;  but,  although  I  cordially 
despise  the  cowardly  race  of  anonymous  scribblers,  yet  I  sincerely  pity  the 
many  innocent  dupes  of  their  pestiferous  effusions. 

"  As  my  name  was  not  mentioned,  and  from  the  clatis  of  persons  who  read 
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your  paper  I  could  receive  no  detriment,  it  is  clear  I  have  no  personal 
interest.  However,  the  sole  love  of  truth,  and  a  feeling  for  outraged  hu- 
manity, as  well  as  for  religion,  induce  me  to  give  an  unqualified  contra' 
diction  to  one  of  the  most  wicked,  as  it  is  one  of  the  basest  calumnies  ever 
circulated  Not  only  are  his  statements  false  en  masse  and  singly,  but, 
also,  the  cause  of  this  great  excitement  is  without  tlie  slightest  shadow  of 
foundation.  I  can  designate  it  with  no  better  name  than  *  a  tissue  of  false- 
hood from  beginning  to  end,'  the  heading  and  signature  included. 

"  Had  the  writer  appeared  in  his  own  proper  garb,  and  not  in  bor- 
rowed feathers,  which  I  respect,  I  might  have  dressed  Lim  in  a  mere 
fashionable  manner;  but  since  he  seems  to  be  one  of  those  rational  animals 
naturally  excommunicated  from  human  society,  or  resembling  in  some 
respect  the  idols  mentioned  by  the  Psalmist — *  ?t'Ao  have  eyes^  and  see  not  ; 
they  have  ears,  and  hear  not;  they  have  noses  and  smell  not,'  (Ps.  cxiii.  o,  6.) 

I  shall  spare  him  until  he  returns  to  the  use  of  his  senses  ;  and  wlicn  he 

does,  1  beg  to  remind  him  of  what  he  omitted  in  his  quotation  from   St. 
Matthew,  and  which  xce,  more  especially  in  this  instance,  practise — "Pray 
for  them  that  persecute  and  calumniate  you."  (Matt.  v.  44). 
"  I  remain,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

*'  James  Doyle. 
"  Church  of  St.  Andrew,  Westland-row,  June  14th,  1849." 


III. 

ERY  AND  PRIESTCRAFT  — FALSEHOOD  AND  EFFRON- 
TERY—PENITENTS AND  PUZZLES— SAINTS  AND  SIN- 
NERS— DOINGS  A  DOERS  IN  WESTLAND-ROW  MASS- 
HOUSE. 

TO    THE    EDITOR    OF  THE    WAKDEB. 

Sir, — I  really  from  my  heart  pity  the  Reverend  Fatiier  James 
Doyle,  of  Westland-row,  who  has  been  forced  by  the  necessiries 
of  his  position  into  circumstances  at  once  so  degrading  to  him- 
self, and  so  damaging  to  the  cause  which  he  has  undertaken  to 
advocate  and  further.  For  any  man  to  hazard  a  wholesale 
contradiction  to  a  fact  so  notorious  to  hundreds  of  his  own 
parishioners,  as  well  as  to  many,  both  gentle  and  simple,  from 
the  rest  of  the  city,  evinces  a  recklessness  and  desperation 
wliich  one  would  imagine  not  to  be  found  out  of  the  wilds  of 
Connemara,  or  the  rude  barbarism  of  Munster.  But  this  is  a 
day  of  wonders — the  Pope  is  exiled  from  Rome,  and  has  shown 
a  marked  want  of  common  sense  and  discretion,  and  of  Christian 
feeling  towards  his  refractory  children — and  why  should  not  his 
dutiful  son  and  subject,  the  Rev.  Father  James  Doyle,  emulate 
so  bright  an  example,  so  as  to  warn,  sensibly  and  solemnly, 
Papists  as  well  as  Protestants,  that  the  Church  of  Rome,  in  her 
head  and  members,  is  and  shall  be  ever  the  same  ? 

For  my  part  I  feel  very  much  obliged  to  your  enlightened 
and  meek-spirited  correspondent,  for  his  characteristic  specimen 
of  truthfulness  and  policy,  as  given  to  the  world  in  last  Saturday's 
Warder.  It  is  often  said  that  those  who  feel  called  upon  to 
expose  Popery  in  its  true  colours,  are  severe  and  illiberal,  and 
that  we  should  deal  more  charitably  with  those  who  differ  from 
us.   Well,  now,  what  is  to  be  done  in  such  a  case  as  the  present  ? 

A  2 
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A  placard  is  posted  throughout  the  ^Vholie  metropolis,  announcing 
a  series  of  lectures  in  one  of  the  largest  mass-houses  of  Dublin, 
in  which  are  promised  "  an  exposition  of  St.  Paul's  Epistle  to  the 
Hebrews,  and  an  elucidation  of  the  oneness  and  all-sufficiency 
of  the  sacrifice  of  the  cross."  Two  of  these  placards  areontside 
the  house  in  Westland-row— one's  curiosity  is  aroused  to  hear 
an  exposition  of  tiny  part  of  Scripture  given  by  any  priest,  \vho 
is  su])posed  to  speak  wilU  authority  and  according  to  the  unani- 
mous consent  of  the  fathers — and  every  Protestant  is  peculiarly 
anxious  about  the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews,  which  is  pi-e-eniinently 
destructive  of  the  figments  of  the  sacrifice  of  the 'mass,  nnd  the 
sacrificing  priesthood  of  the  papacy.  The  hardihood  Of  the 
attempt  claims  attention,  and  perhaps  admiration,  and  draws 
one  within  the  walls  of  what  is  usually  considered  a  temple  of 
idolatry  by  right-minded  Protestants,  and  the  impression  of  its 
truthfulness  is  sadl}5ifdeepened  on  witnessing  the  sayings  and 
doings  within  :  the  lecturer  comes  forth,  and,  to  his  audience's 
horror  and  dismay,  excommuTiicates,  by  bell,  book,  and  candle, 
a  poor  man  who  plies  his  calling  at  the  door  outside!  What 
can  one  do  ?  Here  is  a  scandalous  outrage;  it  is  publicly  done, 
and  shall  it  not  be  publicly  known?  Who  could  dream  that  the 
priest  could  object?  Was  he  not  acting  from  a  sense  of  duty? 
To  be  sure  he  was — notoriety  brings  business,  and  so  I  resolved 
to  help  the  gentleman  in  his  "  labour  of  love  "  I  I  now  ask,  w  ho 
can  conceive  my  astonishment  at  his  daring  to  hazard  a  denial 
of  the  fact  of  the  excommunication  having  taken  place  ?  Now, 
sir,  the  forceful  lecturer  could  not  have  acted  more  disastrously 
to  his  own  character  and  cause  ;  for  it  proves  how  admirably  fit 
he  is  to  advocate  the  cause  of  the  apostacy^  which  is  sfioken  of 
by  St.  Paul  in  1  Tim.  ivi,  where,  after  stating  that  "some  shall 
depart  (apostatise)  from  the  faith,"  he  characterises  them  as 
'■'•  speaking  lies  in  hypotnsy  and  having  their  cowsciences 
seared !" 

I  have  reason  to  know  that  many  of  Uie  Westland-row  "faith- 
ful" have  so  plagued  the  candid  expositor  of  every  tiling  but 
what  was  promised,  with  questions  and  remonstrances,  that  he 
has  forbidden  many  letters  to  be  received  at  the  chapel-house; 
indeed  he  told  the  congregation  so  on  the  evening  of  Wednes- 
day, the  13th  instant;  and  many  of  his  own  people  know  that 
he  has  refused  their  communications  since.     Now,   why  is  this? 

He  proposes  to  give  "  instructioyis" ?^x\^  yet  repels  inquiries  ! 
Let  the  repelled  go  to  any  Protestant  clergyman  in  the  city,  and 
they  shall  not  be  treated  so.  The  fact  is,  the  priests  are  puzzled, 
and  they  cannot  answer  the  questions  put  to  them.  In  my  first 
letter  I  asked  them  to  sayiof  what  order  w'as  their  priesthood — 
(>f,  Melohisedec,  of  >Aaron,  or  of  Anticlirist;  and  also  iwhethcr 
their  sacrifice  was  a  diving  or  a  dead  one?  Let  father  Doyle 
answer  these  queries  ;  they  are  troubling  the  minds  of  Ro- 
manists i;;^  and  is  it  not  his  duty  to  keep  them  from  johiing  the 
ranks  of  those  whom  he  looks  upon^-good,  worthy  disciple  of 
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Peter  Dens — as  ^naturally  excommunicated  from  human  so- 
ciety?" He  has  given  us  a  fair  specimen  of  his  vituperative 
'powers;  let  him  now  give  one  of  his  logical  capabilities;  and 
wlien  he  finds  fault  with  my  mode  of  expressing  his  statements, 
let  him  answer  these  iew  questions  given  above,  and  deal 
honestly  and  straightforwardly  with  the  matter  in  hand. 

He  stated  on  Tluirsday  week  that  his  party  had  no  occasion 
for  controversy — why,  'then,  has  he  ventured  to  burn  his  fingers 
in  it  ?  He  wishes  it  to  be  believed  that  his  doctrines  are  apos- 
tolical— why  does  he  not  prove  them  out  of  the  writings  of  the 
apostles?  He  has  proposed  to  explain  the  Ei>istle  to  the  He- 
brews— why  does  he  not  manfully  do  so,  and  meet,  and  strive  to 
satisfy  the  doubts  and  difficulties  of  his  dutiful  penitents  ? 

I  now  ask  him  to  begin  with  the  following  passages  of  the 
Epistle  to  the  Hebrews,  and  explain  them,  if  he  can,  agreeably 
to  Popish  doctrine;  or,  if  he  do  not,  I  advise  all  Roman 
Catholics  to  take  the  Word  of  God  for  themselves  and  read  and 
search  out  the- meaning  of  those  passages  that  refer  to  the  divine 
character  and  atoning  work  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the  one 
mediator  between  God  and  man,  being  both  God  and  man. — 
1  Tim.  iii.  5.  Let  them  examine  Heb.  ii.  14-18;  iv.  14-16;  v. 
4-10;  vi.  17-20;  vii.  24-28;  ix.   11-28;  x.   1-25. 

Roman  Catholics  should  ask  themselves  what  is  the  plain,  com- 
mon-sense way  of  understanding  these  declarations  of  Hol}^ 
Scripture,  and  should  remember  that  when  a  priest  has  recourse 
to  controversy,  he  appeals  to  their  private  judgment  and  to  the 
use  of  those  reasoning  faculties  which  God  has  given  them.  All 
that  Protestants  seek  is  a  cool,  honest,  fair  examination  of  God's 
Word,  and  they  do  not  fear  the  result.  If  Popish  doctrine  be 
contrary  to  that  Word  it  should  be  rejected,  as  false,  delusive, 
and  dangerous ;  if  it  be  according  to  it,  men  should  receive  it 
on  the  sure  authority  of  God's 'Word,  and  not  on  the  uncertain, 
and  fallible  tradition  of  a  corrupt  church.  There  is  no  -such 
thing  as  infallibility  to  be  found  anywhere  out  of  God's  Word. 
I  assert  that  infalltbility  is  not  an  authorised  doctrine  of  the 
Human  Catholic  Church  !  I  now  challenge  any  Romish  prieSt 
or  bishop  to  produce  any  decree  or  canon  of  a  council,  or  bull  of 
any  Pope,  or  other  authoritative  assertion,  or  declaration,  or 
definition  of  the  foully-assumed  dogma  of  infallibility !  And  I 
demand  of  Father  Doyle,  or  any  other  father,  to  prove  that  the 
Virgin  Mary,  who  is  a  blessed  saint  in  heaven,  is  able  to  hear 
;any  of  the  millions  of  prayers  addressed  to  her  from  all  the 
•^ots  of  .our  globe — to  show  how  r  she  or  any  of  the  other  saints, 
who  are  finite  beings  and  not  .preseait  on  earth,  can  hear  even 
one  prayer,  and  if  they  cannot  hear,  how  they  can  help  by  their 
intercessions — to  give  any  intelligible  reason  why  confession  is  to 
be  made  to  "  Mary,  Michael  the  Archangel,  John  the  Baptist, 
Peter  and  Paul,  and  all  the  saints,"  as  given  in  the  conjiteor, 
over  which  he  stumbled  a  few  evenings  ago  in  explaining  the 
ordinary  of  the  mass — to  reconcile  his  assertion  of  the  all-suffi- 
ency  of  the  merit  and  mediation  of  the  Lord  Jesus   Christ,  on 
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Wednesday  evening,  when  his  text  was  Ephesians,  i.  1-6,  \vith 
the  necessity  of  having  the  intercessions  and  merits  of  Mary  and 
the  other  saints,  in  order  to  procure  the  mediation  of  our  Saviour 
— to  explain  how  it  is  that  he  can  believe  in  the  ability,  the 
willingness,  and  the  readiness  of  the  omnipotent,  omnipresent, 
and  all-merciful  and  loving  Jesus,  the  Son  of  God,  who  "came 
into  the  world  to  save  sinners,"  and  yet  think  of  going  to  the 
whole  range  of  departed  saints  and  sinners  to  get  that  pardon 
and  peace,  which  can  only  be  had  from  and  through  him  who 
has  said — "  Come  unto  me  all  ye  that  labour  and  are  heavy  laden, 
and  I  will  give  you  rest."  (Matt.  xi.  28.) 

I  demand,  furthermore,  of  Father  Doyle  to  denounce  the  fol- 
lowing blasphemous  production,  bought  outside  the  scene  of  his 
successful  labours  on  Thursday  evening  last,  and  he  will  be  doing 
a  better  work  than  when  he  cursed  the  poor  handbill-server,  and 
made  such  a  pitiful  exhibition  of  himself,  by  showing  that  he 
was  ashamed  of  his  own  deed  of  darkness,  which  has  made  him 
a  mockery  and  a  hissing  even  to  his  own  "  dutiful,  penitent  sons." 
It  is  surely  true  of  him,  quern  Beus  vult perdere,  prius  dementaU 
The  tree  is  known  by  its  fruits. 

All  I  desire  is,  that  Popery  and  priestcraft  may  be  seen  and 
known  as  they  are  in  reality  and  truth  ;  for  they  need  only  to  be 
known  that  they  may  be  heartily  abhorred  and  utterly  aban- 
doned. No  exaggeration  is  required :  a  proper  insight  into  the 
life,  and  character,  and  conduct  of  the  priests,  and  a  fair  com- 
parison of  their  false  and  novel  doctrines  and  teachings  with  the 
Word  of  God,  coolly  and  rationally  read  and  interpreted,  will 
explode,  from  our  Popery-degraded  land,  the  frauds,  and  false- 
hoods, and  abominations  which  the  victims  and  votaries  of  the 
doomed  apost^cy  from  the  faith  and  worship  of  God  have  been 
maintaining  and  spreading  for  those  centuries  which  have  passed, 
since  first  the  minions  of  the  Pope  extended  their  malign  influ- 
ence over  a  people  whose  knowledge  of  Divine  truth  had  won 
for  their  country  the  glorious  title  of  "  The  Island  of  Saints." 

I  have  little  doubt  that  the  fears  and  perplexities  of  the  priests 
of  the  Pope  in  this  city,  and  throughout  the  country,  are  the 
sign  prelude  to  a  great  deliverance  from  the  worse  than  Egyptian 
darkness  and  bondage  which  the  Almighty  Jehovah,  in  his  might 
and  mercy,  seems  to  be  now  achieving  wondrously  for  our  be- 
loved native  land. 

Yours,  &c., 

A  True  Catholic. 

The  following  was  purchased  outside  Westland-row  Mass- 
house,  on  Thursday  evening,  June  21st: — 

«  J.  M.  J.  T. 

"  HOMAGE  OF  RESPECT,  LOVE,  AND  CONFIDENCE  TO  MARY  OUB 

MOTHER. 

"  To  go  to  my  Jesus,  I  will  invoke  Mary ! 
My  guide  and  my  help,  I  will  find  it  in  my  Mary  1 
"Willing^  only  to  think  of  being  pleasing  to  Mary  I 
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My  tongue  at  daybreak  shall  murmur  forth  Mary  ! 

And  often  I'll  write  the  sweet  name  of  Mary  1 

I  will  take  my  repose  under  the  eyes  of  Mary  ! 

My  joy  and  my  transports  will  be  all  for  Mary  I 

In  tears  I  will  offer  my  sighs  unto  Mary  I 

"When  dangers  approach,  I  will  fly  towards  Mary  ! 

I  will  have  as  a  buckler  the  Holy  Heart  of  Mary  ! 

And  my  refraining  from  loving  will  be  like  Mary  I 

In  the  midst  of  my  sorrows  I  will  find  Mary  ! 

For  to  remedy  my  evils  I  will  have  none  but  Mary  ! 

At  night  my  heart  shall  beat  with  love  of  Mary  ! 

I  will  slumber  in  death  on  the  bosom  of  Mary  ! 

On  my  tomb  they  will  read,  for  the  honour  of  Mary  ! 

Oh  !  but  it's  sweet  to  die  in  the  arms  of  Mary  ! 

Passing,  who  reads  tJiese  words,  live,  hoping  in  Mary ! 

In  trials  and  combats  I  will  cling  unto  Mary  ! 

Sweet  Maid  of  Election — Hail,  lovely,  pure  Mary ! 

"Amen. 
"  OuB  Father,  &c.    Hail  Mary,  &c.    Pray  for  us,    O  Holy  Mother 
of  God,"  &e.  &c. 


IV. 

FATHER  DOYLE  FINISHED— WESTLAND-ROW  WOUND  UP- 
THE  SACRIFICE  OF  THE  MASS  ABANDONED— ST.  PAUL 
TO  THE   HEBREWS   LEFT   TO    PRIVATE   JUDGMENT.^ 

TO  THE  EDITOR  OP  THE  WARDER. 

June  30. 
Sir, — To  the  no  small  relief  of  the  Reverend  Father  James 
Doyle,  who  has  lately  been  exhibiting  and  exhibited  in  your  co- 
lumns as  well  as  in  the  pulpit  in  Westland-row,  the  month  of 
June  has  reached  its  close.  He  entered  with  a  great  flourish  of 
trumpets  ;  great  things  were  promised  and  expected  ;  those  who 
were  heretics,  and  those  who  were  not,  gazed  with  eager  eyes  on 
the  hopeful  champion  of  Papal  Christianity,  or  anti-Christianity, 
as  some  would  call  it,  and  said  or  thought,  that  surely  now  we 
will  have  some  satisfaction  given  us;  where  Dr.  O'Connell,  all 
the  way  from  Waterford,  failed,  Father  James  Doyle  will  surely 
succeed,  and  triumphantly  dissipate  the  doubts  and  difficulties 
which  disturb  the  previously  quiet  and  contented  minds  of  '*  the 
faithful,"  and  bring  back  peace  and  harmony  to  what  even  some 
Protestants  themselves,  to  their  own  condemnation  and  shame, 
admit  to  be  and  to  be  called  the  Holy  Catholic  Church.  Now 
it  will  be  seen  that  m'C  need  no  Jesuit  doctor  from  the  provinces 
to  enlighten  us  and  instruct,  as  we  discover,  here  in  our  midst, 
one  so  confident  in  his  own  powers,  and  the  truth  of  his  cause, 
that  he  actually  undertakes  to  expound  and  explain  the  very 
points  of  accusation  charged  by  Protestants  against  the  doc- 
trines and  practices  of  the  Church  of  Rome,  and  which  our  spi- 
ritual guides  have  hitherto,  from  either  pulpit  or  confession-box, 
never  enabled  us  to  meet  and  repel.  The  placards  announce  "  an 
exposition  of  St.  Paul's  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews,  and  an  eluci- 
(^4&tion  of  the  oneness  and  all-sufficiency  of  the  Sacrifice  of  the 


14 

Cross."  This  is  exactly  the  thing  that  was  needed— give  us  this, 
that  we  may  see  the  mass  consistent  with  Ploly  Scripture  and  its 
sacrifice  not  derogatory  to  the  infinite  sacrifice  of  the  cross,  and 
then  all  heretical  objections  shall  vanish  into  thin  air. 

Such  was  the  current  of  tlie  thoughts  of  many  at  the  opening 
of  the  present  month ;  but  what  is  the  tenor  of  their  thoughts 
and  utterances  now  ?  What  would  be  the  meaning  of  the  voice 
of  the  multitude  on  last  Thursday  evening,  if  their  disappoint- 
ment and  indignation  were  bodied  forth  in  language  commen- 
surate with  their  leeliugs  ?  Are  not  his  hearers  at  this  moment 
comparing  Father  James  Doyle,  with  his  os  magna  sonaturimi,  to 
the  disciple  of  him  of  Mecca,  who  made  the  streets  of  London 
echo  with  the  cry — ^^  In  the  name  of  the  prophet — -figs^ 

Now,  what  is  it  that  makes  the  difficulty  of  Father  Doyle?  It 
is  simply  this — the  doctrines  of  his  church  are  contrary  to  the 
plain  sense  of  God's  Word  ;  and  therefore  when  he  is  forced  to 
compare  them  with  it,  he  is  confounded  and  disma3^ed.  Protes- 
tants do  not  object  to  what  is  proveable  from  Scripture,  but  they 
do  to  everything  anti-ScripturaU  And  there  is  not  a  Romanist 
in  the  world  who  will  not  abandon  the  peculiar  doctrines  of  his 
system,  if  he  only  read  carefully  and  prayerfully  those  Scriptures 
which  were  written  for  our  learning.  When  a  Roman  Catholic 
is  at  a  loss  about  any  point,  let  him  bring  his  Douay  Bible  to 
any  Protestant  minister  or  intelligent  layman,  and  ask  him  to 
show  him  the  parts  that  bear  against  Popish  doctrine,  and  he 
will  soon  discover  that  there  is  no  Scriptural  footing  at  all  for 
any  of  those  false  dogmas  which  are  peculiar  to  the  Church  of 
Rome. 

Father  Doyle  has  left  the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews  imexplained ; 
he  has  not  even  ventured  through  the  canon  of  the  mass.  On 
Monday  night,  on  the  subject  of  the  "memento  of  the  living," 
he  said,  what  a  great  thing  it  was  that  their  friends  in  India  and 
America,  and  all  the  world  over,  could  offer  their  prayers  toge- 
ther at  the  mass,  when  our  Saviour  Christ  offers  himself  anew 
to  God  the  Father  for  the  atonement  of  their  sins;  he  mouraed 
over  the  disturbances  in  Rome,  and  hoped  for  the  restoration  of 
the  Pope,  and  finished  with  the  Litany  to  the  Virgin ! ! 

On  Tuesday  evening  he  came  forth  in  full  canonicals  and  ex- 
cused himself  from  saying  anything  that  night,  but  promised 
purgatorj' for  the  next.  Now  I  do  not  feel  any  surprise  at  the 
reverend  father's  calling  to  mind  the  pains  of  purgatory  at  the 
present  time.  'For  if  ever  there  was  a  man  to  be  pitied,  it  is 
himself  for  the  last  month.  Assailed,  as  he  has  been,  by  friends 
within  and  foes  without ;  puzzled  from  day  to  day  as  to  what  be 
should  say;  plagued  with  letters  and  lectures — penitents  and 
preachers — newspapers  and  bill-handers — true  Catholics  and  false 
ones — it  is  little  wonder  that  his  imagination  should  be  haunted 
with  visions  of  purgatory,  and  that  he  should  strive  to  ease  his 
mind  by  making  his  people  partakers  t)f  his  penances! 

But  on  Thursday  night  came  the  wind-up,   and  he  gave  the 


cotqi  de  grace  to  his  course  of  "  instructions."     Having  read 
Rom.  xii.  1,  2,  he  exhorted  the  people  to  give  praise  and  thanks- 
giving to  God  for  the   instructive  course  of  lectures  delivered 
during  tlie  month  !     He  expressed  his  regret  that  he  had 'not 
'time  to  exphun  the  remaining  part  of  the  mass,  but  stated  that 
he  wished  to  clear  up   two   points  before  he  was  done — namely, 
1st,  the  transubstantiation  of  the  breadand  wine  into  the  real  pre- 
sence of  the  body  and  soul  of  Christ  ;  and,  2nd,  the  question  whe- 
ther  it  was    a   living  or  dead  Cody  that   was  there  ?       Well, 
he  asserted  that    it    was    a    living  body.       A    body     with    a 
soul  in    It    is^   of    eourse    a    living    body ;    and    this    living 
body    of    Christ     is     offered     in     the    mass!       How     is     it 
offered  ? — is     it     when    it    is     lifted    up    for    the    people   to 
lore  it  ?— ^or  is  it  when  it  .is  swallowed? — if  the  fornrer,  by 
what  act  of  the  priest  is  Christ  put  to  death  ?  if  the  latter,  the 
people  kill  him  as  well  as  the  priest,  for  the  offering  can  be  made 
■^lily  bj'^the  giving  up  of  life;  and  if  there  be  a  real  live  body, 
'itnd  a  real  offering,  there  must  be  a  real  death,  and  the  Romanists 
■Jtre  as  wicked  as  the  Jews,  who  put  the  Son  of  God  to  death,  and 
besides  plaitily  contradict  the  Word  of  God  in  Rom.  vi.'9>  10 — 
"  Knowing  that  Christ  rising  again  dieth  now  no  more.,  death 
shall  no  more  have  dominion  over  him  ;  for  in  that  he  died  to 
sin,  Ve^e  died  once ;  but  in  that  he  liveth,  he  liveth  unto  God"  (see 
-Douay  version).     If  it  be  said  he  dies  only  mystically,  or  figu- 
.ratively,  or  representatively,  .he  does  not  die  really^  and  so  the 
doctrine  of  the  "  true,  proper^  propitiato^'y  sacrifice  for  the  sins  of 
the  living  and  the  dead"  is  abandoned  without  more  ado. 

Therefore,  there  is  no  propitiatory  sacrifice  in  the  mass,  or 
anywhere  else,  bat  the  one  once  offered  on  Calvary,  and  any 
other  is  but  a  mockery  and  a  snare.  I  now  challenge  any  pre- 
late, priest,  or  person  whatsoever,  of  the  Church  of  Rome,  to  quote 
a  single  passage  of  God's  Word,  wherein  any  minister  of  the 
Gospel  is  called  by  the  name  of  leper's  or  Sacerdos,  gv  sacrificing 
priesty  as  distinguished  from  the  rest  of  God*s  children,  who  are 
all  spiritually  priests,  offering  up  continually  the  sacrifices  of 
praise  and  thanksgiving,  when  they  worship  Him  in  spirit  and 
in  truth.  The  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the  Son  of  God,  is  the  only 
literal  priest,  who,  with  his  own  blood,  entered  the  true  sanc- 
tuary, where  he  ever  liveth  to  make  intercession  for  his  people, 
and  procures  for  them  reconciliation  with  God  the  Father,  and 
by  his  Spirit  sends  forth  into  their  hearts  pardon,  and  peace,  and 
happiness,  and  the  hope  of  glory. 

The  priesthood  of  Melchisedec,  and  that  of  Aaron,  were  ibut 
types  and  shadows  of  the  incommunicable,  intransmissible  priest- 
'hood  of  Christ,  and,  therefore,  could  not  co-exist  with  their  an- 
titype and  substance  ;  and  as  the  antitype  is  that  which  comes 
into  the  place  of  the  type,  so  he  who  usurps  the  priesthood  and 
sovereignty  of  Christ,  is,  of  a  truth,  the  Anti-^christ,  as,  indeed,  is 
confessed  by  the  very  assumption  of  the  title  of  Vicar  of  Jesus 
Christ  upon  earth,  which  has  been  used  by  the  Poiies,  and  shows 
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their  usurpation  of  the  mediatorial  and  sovereign  character  and 
office  of  the  Lord  God,  who  is  a  high  priest  for  ever,  bein^so 
after  the  power  of  an  endless  life,  and  who  alone  is  King  of  kings 
and  Lord  of  lords. 

For  tlie  present  I  leave  the  Rev.  Father  James  Doyle,  &c.,  &c., 
to  Ill's  own  cogitations,  and  to  the  reflections  and  reasonings  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  people  who  have  heard  him  or  heard  of  him. 
He  has  given  a  most  convincing  proof  of  the  hopelessness  of  the 
advocates  of  the  Church  of  Rome  when  they  come  to  deal  with 
the  Word  of  God.  He  has  before  him  another  month's  hard 
work  to  satisfy  the  cravings  and  inquiries  of  his  penitential  chil- 
dren, who,  notwithstanding,  can  never  find  rest  for  their  souls 
without  the  help  and  teaching  of  the  Spirit  of  God  to  open  their 
liearts  and  understandings,  that  they  may  receive  the  truth  of 
God's  Word  and  go  straight  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  is  able 
and  willing  to  hear,  and  help,  and  save  to  the  uttermost  all  them 
that  come  unto  God  by  him.  Let  Father  Doyle  try  Him  who  is 
the  way,  the  truth,  and  the  life,  and  the  only  means  of  access  to 
God  the  Father,  and  he  will  find  grace,  mercy,  and  peace, 
through  the  finished  work  of  God  the  Son,  and  by  the  influence 
of  God  the  Holy  Ghost. 

Yours,  &e., 

A  True  Catholic. 

The  publication  of  the  following  letter  led  to  the  renewal  of 
tlie  correspondence,  which  has  been  continued  weekly,  up  to  the 
present  month  of  April : — 

"  TO    THE    EDITOR    OF    THE    WAKDER. 

"  Friday,  Sd  August,  1849. 

"  Sir, — Hoping  that  you  will  be  so  kind  as  to  insert  this  letter  in  your 
paper,  I  have  been  induced  to  write  a  statement  of  what  took  place  between 
ine  and  the^Rev.  Father  Sheppard,  in  St.  Audoen's  new  chapel,  on  Wednes- 
day morning,  1st  August.  Having  read  some  quotations  from  the  Douay 
Bible  on  some  placards  and  handbills  announcing  controversial  sermons  in 
Michan's  Church,  I  went,  I  confess,  at  first  from  motives  of  curiosity,  to 
hear  how  Roman  Catholic  doctrine  could  be  put  down  by  Roman  Catholic 
Bible  quotations.  I  was  thunderstruck  at  what  I  heard  from  time  to  time, 
but  at  last  the  doctrine  of  intention  made  me  decide  on  getting  some  ex- 
planation from  my  old  father  confessor,  to  enable  me  to  make  some  defence 
against  some  Protestant  young  men  of  my  acquaintance.  Accordingly,  I 
wont  on  Wednesday  morning  to  confession  to  Father  Sheppard,  and  to  make 
my  statement  more  clear,  I  shall  give  the  exact  questions  and  answers  that 
took  place  between  the  priest  and  myself. 

"After  going  into  the  box  and  begging  the  priest's  blessing,  I  began 
with  saying  : — 

"  Penitent — Dear  rev.  father,  it  is  now  three  months  since  I  went  to 
confession  before,  and  during  that  time  I  was  led,  by  reading  verses  from 
our  Bible  on  Protestant  placards  and  handbills,  to  go  and  hear  sermons  in 
Michan's  Church,  which  have  left  my  mind  in  a  very  tortured  state. 

"  Priest — It  was  the  devil  that  made  you  go,  sir,  and  not  the  verses. 
What  business  had  you  going  at  all  ? — Can't  you  stay  in  your  own  church  ? 

"  Penitent — But,  sir,  I  have  got  a  handbill  for  this  week,  and  just  say 
whether  the  statements  on  it  are  true  or  not,  and  quiet  my  doubts  at  once  ? 
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**  Priest — I  would  not  make  that  much  of  you  as  to  notice  your  doubts 
or  read  that  lying  scrap  of  paper.     How  bad  you  want  controversy  ? 

Penitent — But,  reverend  sir,  consider  the  tortured  state  of  my  mind,  and 
tins  is  a  very  bad  way  to  satisfy  my  doubts  as  to  the  true  way  to  worship 
God,  towards  the  salvation  of  my  soul. 

"  Priest — Oh,  dear  me  !  how  I  feel  for  you,  how  I  pity  you  ! — what  a 
way  you  are  in  ! — how  badly  you  are  off  for  controversy  ! 

"  (N.B. — These  last  words  were  spoken  with  an  execrable  sneer  and 
contemptuous  mockery  of  my  uneasiness  and  doubtings. ) 

**  Penitent — But,  dear  reverend  sir,  is  this  a  way  for  the  priest  of  God  to 
treat  a  poor  sinner  when  he  comes  to  get  peace  with  that  God,  and  to  get 
any  doubts  removed  which  may  have  arisen  in  his  mind  thi'oughthe  reading 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  Bible  quotations,  and  on  account  of  which  there  are 
numbers  doubting  as  well  as  me  ? 

"  2'riest — (in  a  thundering  voice,  loud  enough  to  be  heard  outside  the 
box,  and  on  account  of  which  I  was  ashamed  to  come  out  and  walk  through 
the  chapel  — *  Begone,  sir  ;  I  care  not  how  many  are  doubting.  I  shall 
enter  into  no  discussion  Avith  any  one  ;  so  go  about  your  business'  (and 
he  banged  the  slide  door  so  violently  as  to  nearly  take  the  top  of  my 
nose  off). 

"  Does  Father  Sheppard  think  it  was  to  a  dog  he  was  speaking  ?  The 
resolution  with  which  I  shall  prove  the  truth  of  the  statement  made  above, 
should  I  be  called  on  to  do  so,  will  show  Father  Sheppard  how  far  he  is 
mistaken,  in  spite  of  the  vengeance  and  insult  that  such  men  as  Father 
Sheppard  can  hurl  at  me.     I  remain, 

"  The  Suffering  Inquirer." 


V. 

MASS-HOUSE  LECTURES  AGAIN— FATHER  SHEPPARD,  OF 
HIGH-STREET,  AND  DR.  O'CONNELL,  THE  JESUIT,  FROM 
WATERFORD. 

TO  THE  EDITOR  OF  THE  WARDER. 

Sir, — I  was  delighted  to  see  in  your  paper  of  the  6th  instant 
a  sample  of  the  puzzled  priests  of  Dublin,  as  given  by  your  cor- 
irespondent,  the  "  Suffering  Inquirer."  Father  Sheppard  is 
surely  a  gem,  rich  in  his  way,  and  I  hope  to  have  the  setting  of 
him  for  the  good  of  yom*  readers  soon.  For  the  present  I  have 
'Only  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  lie  has  procured  the 
services  of  Dr.  O'Connell,  the  Jesuit,  for  Wednesday  next  and 
the  week  following,  to  instruct  the  wavering  faitliful  on  "  the 
assumption  of  the  B.V.  Mary,"  the  mother  of  the  human  nature 
of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  our  Saviour.  Your  readers  are, 
doubtless,  aware  that  the  church  of  the  pope  means  by  this  as- 
sumption the  glorious  removal  of  Mary's  body  and  bones  from 
the  grave  into  heaven,  where,  they  say,  she  sits  enthroned  as 
Queen  of  the  Saints  and  the  universe  !  and  that  to  her  heart 
;his  present  month  of  August  is  peculiarly  devoted  by  her  faith- 
ful children. 

Now,  I  am  curious  to  know  (and  doubtless  many  of  your 
•eaders  sympathise  with  me),  what  is  the  authority  on  which 
I  Dr.  O'  Connell  will  rest  the  tradition  of  this  alleged  fact,  and 


who  were  the  eye-witnesses  and  contemporary  vouchers  for  its 
truth. 

I  have  heard  that  a  gentleman,  curious  in  such  matters,  twelve 
months  ago  sought  some  elucidation  on  the  subject  from  several 
Roman  Catholic  doctors  and  divines,  and  could  get  no  satisfaction. 
One  rev.  doctor  said  it  was  in  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles ! — but 
his  heretical  eyes  could  not  discover  it  there.  Even  Alban  Butler 
failed  the  searcher,  and  he  was  obliged,  as  far  as  priestly  infor- 
mation was  concerned,  to  let  the  case  rest  with  the  assertion 
in  Dr.  Doyle's  Christian  Doctrine,  that  it  is  "  a  pious  and  well- 
founded  tradi  lion'"  of  the  infallible  church — which  never  stoops 
to  facts,  as  fiction  serves  its  purpose  better. 

I  am  also  curious  to  know  wiiat  is  meant  by  the  "  heart  of 
Mary  " — whether  it  is  a  living  or  a  dead  one — one  crumbled  into 
dust  or  glorified  in  heaven — a  material  or  a  figurative  heart  ? — 
But  the  iccU-ned  Jesuit  will  settle  the  question  to  our  satisfaction^ 
or  else  you  shall  hear  again  from — Yours,  &c., 

A  True  CATHOLic. 

•lunrust  l-2th. 


VI. 

CONTROVEKSY  IN  DUBLIN— DOCTOR  O'CONNELL  AND  THE 
VIRGIN  MARY— HIGH  MASS,  FINE  MUSIC,  INCENSE,  AND 
FATHER  SHEPPARD  IN  HIGH-STREET. 

XO    THE    EDITOR    OF    THE    WARDER. 

SiK, — True  to  the  placards,  came  the  feast  of  the  Assumption 
and  Dr.  O'Connell  on  Wednesday  last.  All  was  prepared,  and 
all  the  pomp  and  circumstance  of  solemn  high  mass  dazzled  the 
senses  and  astounded  the  minds  of  the  gaping  multitude  who  met_ 
to  witness  the  doings  of  the  day.  Nothing  was  omitted  that  ai 
or  imagination  could  supply  to  awe  the  minds  and  enslave  thi 
hearts  of  the  votaries  and  victims  of  Popery's  fell  superstitions 
No  trouble  or  expense  seemed  to  have  been  spared  to  enhan( 
the  grandeur  of  the  show  ;  and  one  could  not  fail  to  be  ir 
pressed  with  the  feeling  that  the  great  purpose  of  the  pageant 
was  to  awe  and  subdue,  rather  than  to  edify  and  exalt,  the  minds 
of  the  spectators. 

There  was  a  rich  profusion  of  pictures ;  lighted  candles,  tapers, 
flambeaux  ;  vestments  glittering  with  gold  ;  decked-out  statues  ; 
bells  ;  altars  hung  with  scarlet  and  gold  ;  a  most  effective  choir, 
and  studied  selection  of  the  most  voluptuous  music,  whose  varied 
strains  swelled  upon  the  ear  with  rapturous  power ;  minglec 
however,  with  this  stinging  regret,  that  it  was  all  used  as  asedi 
tive  set-off  to  an  idolatrous  worship,  hateful  to  God,  ar 
ruinous  to  man. 

A  curious  illustration  of  one  of  the  absurdities  of  the  mas 
was  given  on  this  occasion.     While  the  high-mass  was  gfrin 
there  was  also  another  mass  being  celebrated  at  the   Virgini 
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altar  ;  and,  as  iho,  celebrating  priests  did  not  keep  pace  toge- 
ther, it  so  happened,  that  some  of  the  people  were  prostrate 
iidoring  the  elevated  host,  while  others  were  standing,  at  the 
reading  of  the  Gospel  or  Creed ! 

Thus  on  one  altar  was  the  body  of  Christ,  whether  dead  or 
dying,  or  living  or  glorified  (perhaps  Dr.  O'Connell  would  teU 
us),  at  all  events  adored  ;  while  on  the  other  altar  there  was  mere 
bread  and  wine  waiting  to  be  changed.  Now,  I  would  like  to 
know  from  Dr.  O'Connell  or  Father  Shepjmrd,  which  of  the  twe 
sets  of  people  had  the  real  body  of  Clirist  ?  Or,  were  there  two 
bodies — one  on  the  Virgin's  altai-,  and  the  other  on  the  other 
altar?  Or,  if  it  be  said  there  is  but  one  body,  how  can  the 
priest  on  one  altar  have  it  afier  the  priest  on  the  other  had  swal- 
lowed it?  For  Christ's  is  a  man's  body,  and  therefore  finite^ 
and  therefore  incapable  of  being  in  two  places  or  two  states  or 
conditions  at  the  same  time. . 

I  cannot  wait  to  describe  the  berobed  priests,  and  Father  Shep- 
pard  splendidly  conspicuous,  and  the  clouds  of  incense,  and  the 
crowd,  and  crush,  and  excitement  of  the  scene,  as  I  hasten  to 
present  the  preacher  of  the  day. 

Dr.  O'Connell  ascended  the  pulpit  and  said,  he  came  to  address 

,his  brethren  on  the  most  glorious  festival  of  the  church — the 

itniraculous  assumption  of  the  immaculate,  "blessed  and  ever  Virgla 

Mary,  mother  of  God,  and  the  highest  intelligence  in  the  court 

.of  heaven  !*'     Here  was  a  text.     Well,  I  give  him  credit  for  his 

candour  in  admitting  that  the  silence  of  Scripture  concerning 

ithe  life  of  Mary  was  most  remarkable.     Should  not  that  make 

lim  pause  and  ponder  ?     But  there  was  a  well-founded  tradition 

of  the  church  not  to  be  questioned  !     Where  is  it  to  be  had,   O 

earned  doctor  ?     Who  records  it  ?     When  was  Mary  taken  up 

niraculously  into  heaven  ? — who  saw  her  ascend  ? — who  wrote 

aer  life  ? — when  did  she  die,  and  where  was  she  buried  ? 

What  a  miserable  pretence  it  is  for  a  man  at  the  present  day 

0  venture  to  describe  the  particulars  of  Mary's  life  from  the  vile 
egends  invented  to  gratify  the  cravings  of  a  prurient  curiosity, 
Qstead  of  manfully  saying,  we  know  nothing  about  such  things, 
nd.  we  need  to  know  no   more  than  is  written  for   our  learning 

1  the  unerring  Word  of  God.  Where,  for  instance,  did  Dr. 
O'Connell  learn  that  at  five  years  of  age  she  vowed  perpetual 
iKgiiiity  in  the  Sanctuary  of  the  Temple?  or  that  she  assisted 
1  the  redemption  of  the  world  by  the  shedding  of  her  sinless 
lood  ?  or  that  from  the  moment  of  the  annunciation  she  was 
odowed  with  a  miraculous  knowledge  of  the  future,  and  there- 
»i>e  for  thirty-three   years  was  tortured  in  mind,  foreseeing  the 

offering  of  her  Son  ?  Had  the  simple  Jesuit  ears  long  enough, 
L^^oiiight  have.hear.d  several  remarking  that,  notwithstanding  her 

lowledge,  she  and  Joseph  for  three  days  sought  Jesus  sorrow- 

g,  not  knowing  where  he  was  ! — Luke  ii.  48. 

iAfter  describing  the  passion  of  Jesus,  and  dwelling  chiefly  on 
rkC  sufferings  of  Mary,   he  asked  was   it  too  much  to  say^,  after 
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all  this,  that  she  went  to  heaven  glorified  in  body,  not  suffering 
the  corruption  of  the  grave,  "  clothed  with  the  sun,  and  the 
moon  under  her  feet,  and  upon  her  liead  a  crown  of  twelve  stars' 
(Rev.  xii.  1.)  Well,  then,  he  said,  might  she  exclaim,  as  the 
angelic  host  crowned  her  Queen  of  Heaven,  "  My  soul  doth  mag- 
nify the  Lord,  and  my  spirit  hath  rejoiced  in  God  my  Saviour  !'" 
Luke  i.  46,  47.  And  he  also  quoted  Bishop  Hall,  somewhat  to 
this  effect :  "  O  Mary,  who  can  too  much  honour  thee,  if  only 
he  do  not  deify  thee?" 

Now,  it  is  the  grave  charge  against  the  Pope's  church,  that 
too  much  honour,  even  to  deification,  is  given  to  Mary,  whose 
real  honour  extends  only  to  this,  that  she  was  chosen  to  be  the 
mother  merely  of  his  human  nature ;  but  she  can  possess  no 
knowledge,  nor  power,  to  qualify  her  to  interfere  with  the  exer- 
cise of  any  of  the  divine  attributes  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 
She  was  highly  favoured  of  God,  and  a  recipient,  but  not  a  dis- 
penser, of  his  grace.  The  meaning  of  "  call  me  blessed,"  is 
"  count  me  happy,"  and  the  Greek  verb  makarizo  is  so  trans- 
lated in  James,  v.  11.  Mary  neither  suffered  nor  died  for  us,  and 
is  unable  either  to  hear  or  to  help  any  one  ;  so  that  it  is  an  impious 
robbing  of  the  Son  of  God,  our  only  and  all-sufficient  Saviour, 
to  transfer  to  her  what  belongs  only  to  Him — it  is  a  denial  of 
his  prerogatives,  and  of  his  mercy,  love,  sympathy,  and  care 
for  all  that  come  to  and  trust  in  Him — it  is,  in  fact,  a  disbelief 
and  disobedience  of  God's  Word,  and  a  seeking  to  be  saved  by 
a  way  which  is  not  of  God's  appointing. 

I  am  sorry  to  have  to  state  that  Dr.  O'Connell  was  carried 
away  into  a  loss  of  temper,  and  turned  to  railing  against  some 
''coward  calumniators,"  whom  he  vainly  challenged  last  Lent  to 
open  discussion.  I  give  him  this  advice,  if  he  have  no  better 
defence  for  the  Mary-worship  of  his  system  than  he  put  forth  on 
Wednesday,  he  had  better  hide  his  diminished  head.  Even 
Roman  Catholics  were  ashamed  of  him  ;  and  he  seemed  ashamed 
of  himself,  for  in  the  evening  he  not  only  came  in  late,  but 
turned  aside  to  his  old  resource,  the  explaining  of  the  Lord's 
Prayer,  and  seemed  to  shrink  from  exposing  the  weakness  of  the 
grounds  for  advocating  the  glories  of  Mary. 

Why  was  it  that  in  the  evening  he  came  in  so  late  that  Father 
Sheppard  had  to  take  his  place,  and  mutter  some  apology  for  his 
absence  ?  and  why,  when  he  did  come,  was  he  so  heated  and  ex- 
cited— looking  as  if  he  had  not  come  from  a  scene  of  peace  and 
harmony  within  ?  Dr.  O'Connell  should  take  a  lesson  from 
Father  Doyle,  of  Westland-row,  and  not  disappoint  the  people 
by  holding  back  the  subject  announced  on  the  placard.  But  tt 
he  wants  another  subject,  I  would  remind  him  of  the  ninth  chap^' 
ter  of  Hebrews,  from  which  he  preached  on  the  evening  of  the 
21st  of  May  last,  and  of  the  letter  which  he  got  the  next  day 
the  noon-tide  lecture.  I  would,  moreover,  suggest  to  him 
give  the  infallible  sense  of  that  chapter  on  the  sacrifice  of  th 
mass,  which  sense  his  church  pretends  to  have ;  and  also  t 
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unanimous  consent  of  the  fathers,  and  not  to  mind  the  idle  fables 
of  legend-mongers  respecting  the  life,  and  death,  and  resurrec- 
tion, and  ascension  of  the  Virgin  Mary.  Now  that  his  health  is 
restored,  as  he  says,  I  would  like  to  see  some  symptoms  of  plain 
common  sense  in  his  addresses,  instead  of  "  the  stinking  puddle 
of  tradition."     We  shall  see. 

I  am  yours,  &c., 

A  True  Cateiolic. 
Auffust  18th. 


VIII. 

DR.    O'CONNELL    VEXED— MARY    WORSHIP    UNEXPLAINED, 
AND   THE  PRIESTS    PERPLEXED. 

TO    THE    EDITOR    OF    THE    WAItDER. 

Sir, — I  rejoice  for  his  own  sake,  that  Dr.  O'Connell  has  brought 
to  a  close  his  lectures,  that  were  to  have  been,  on  the  glories  of 
Mary  !  A  fresh  absence  for  the  benefit  of  his  health  will  be 
needed,  so  jaded  and  exhausted  does  he  appear  after  his  week's 
exertions  and  grievances.  It  must  have  been  surely  a  distressing 
reflection  to  him,  that  heretical  eyes  and  ears  were  open,  watching 
his  words  and  ways,  and  that  "  party  journals"  had  their  columns 
open  to  record  his  progress  and  prowess  in  staying  the  inquiries 
of  the  faithful  respecting  the  propriety  and  profit  of  the  worship 
of  Mary. 

I  confess  that  I,  along  with  great  numbers  of  his  own  people, 

>was  greatly  disappointed  at  his  not  entering  upon  the  proofs  and 

explanations  of  the  facts  and  devotions  connected  with  "  the 

glories  of  Mary  !"     He  might  have   told  us,  for  instance,  that 

the  festival  in  honour  of  her  alleged,  but  unproved,  assumption 

was  not  instituted  before  a.d.  813,  or  if  he  had  reason  to  doubt 

the  authorities  for  this  date,  he  might  have  given  his  reason  for 

m  earlier  or  a  later  one.     A  consistent  Romanist,  he  might  have 

>aid,  should  never  reason :    for  the  authority  of   an  infallible 

ihurch  settles  every  question  of  faith  and  practice  without  ap- 

oeal :  the  church  says  it,   Dr.    O'Connell  declares  it ;  he  that 

doubts  in  a  point  of  faith  is  an  infidel — he  that  utters  the  doubt 

s  a  heretic :  therefore,  O  ye  people,  hear  and  tremble  to  use 

our  senses  or  your  reason,  if  you  can.     But,   O  sapient  doctor, 

hey  cannot:  they  are  men:  they  must  think,  and  hear,  and  see, 

nd  examine ;  and  they  will.     The  intelligent,  independent  Ro- 

lan  Catholics  of  Dublin  do  and  will  read  and  hear,  and  think 

or  themselves  ;  and  so  much  the  more  as  your  and  others'  lec- 

ures  are  so  vapid  and  unsatisfying.     Your  miserable  exhibitions 

ave  confirmed  all  their  doubts  and  fears,  and  you  know  it. 

Tou  have  shown  that  you  know  it  by  your  confusion  and  dismay 

n  your  late  addresses.     You  cannot  get  on  this  way  without  its 

•eing  plain  that  you  have  neither  Scripture,  nor  history,  nor 

Dmmon  sense,  to  support  the  traditionary  figments  of  your  awful 
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system  of  religion,  if  it  should  be  called  religion  at  all.  That? 
ypti,  the  chosen  champion  of  Popery  here  in  this  city,  should^ 
have  shrunk  from  the  subject  of  your  placards,  like  Father 
Doyle  of  Westland-row,  last  June,  producing  disappointment 
atrd  disaffection  amongst  your  followers  and  friends,  and  a  wel- 
come astonishment  among  the  foes  of  your  errors  and  supersti- 
tions, gives  all  men  sufficient  ground  of  assurance  that  the  whole 
system  of  Popery  is  but  a  baseless  fabric,  built  up  with  rotten- 
ness and  crumbling  to  ruin. 

Why  was  it  that  Doctor  O'Connell  did  not  explnin  the  "  Hail, 
Mary,"  and  the  other  parts  of  the  worship  and  honour  given  to 
her  ?  And  why  did  he  turn  to  the  explanation  of  the  Lord's 
Prayer,  evidently  avoiding  to  enter  into  details  about  the  devo- 
tion given  to  her?  Mary  is  a  saint  in  heaven — how,  then,  can 
she  hear  even  one  prayer  offered  up  on  earth,  where  she  con- 
fessedly is  not ;  and,  even  if  she  was,  being  finite,  how  could 
she  be  in  more  places  than  one,  or  attend  to  more  than  one  per- 
son at  a  time?  Let  Dr.  O'Connell  explain  this.  He  needs  to  do 
so.  For  on  Friday,  the  18th  instant,  when  he  was  lecturing  on 
"  Hallowed  be  thy  Name,"  he  stated  that  God  could  not  give 
his  holiness,  or  power,  or  glory,  to  another — and  at  once  a 
young  man  said  to  another,  *'  Where,  in  the  name  of  heaven, 
does  Mary  get  her  power  if  that  be  the  ciise?"  They  were 
then  put  out  by  some  of  the  confraternity  men,  although  they 
protested  that  they  were  "  Catholics,"  and  not  Protestants.  They 
were  told  it  was  "  no  matter — they  were  giving  scandal,  and 
must  go  out."  They  were  justly  angry,  but  the  others  caught 
up  their  words,  and  the  fascinating  doctor  had  to  crave  their 
attention,  and  beseech  the  cessation  of  the  talking.  This  was 
surely  not  pleasant ;  but  his  inconsistencies  were  palpable  to  all 
and  he  must  blame  himself  and  his  system,  which  cannot  stani 
a  fair  examination. 

He  felt  and  showed  his  consciousness  of  its  weakness  on  Moi 
day  night,  when  his  subject  was,  "  Forgive  us  our  trespasses, 
we  forgive  them  that  trespass  against  us."  His  voice  became 
tremulous,  his  manner  passionate  and  excited ;  he  was  afHicted, 
forsooth,  because  there  was  a  watch  upon  the  weakness  and  the 
frailties,  and  the  irritations,  and  the  misconceptions,  and  the 
general  fallibility  of  a  fellow-brother  in  Christ;  and  expected, 
poor  man,  that  his  statements,  whether  right  or  wrong,  should 
be  let  pass  in  silence ;  for  charity  should  step  in  and  stay  the  act 
of  justice !  Now,  I  beg  of  him  to  turn  to  1  Cor.  xiii.  6,  anf 
see  there  that  true  charity  "  rejoiceth  not  in  iniquity,  but  r 
joiceth  in  the  truth."  Let  him  speak  the  truths  and  the  "  spiri 
of  attack*'  shall  no  longer  be  "in  operation  with  the  opponent 
of  his  religion."  If,  instead  of  Christ,  he  had  said  Antichrist 
he  would  be  nearer  the  mark  ;  for  until  he  renounces  the  anti^ 
scriptural  errors  of  Popery,  he  must  be  classified  with  those  wh< 
"  received  not  the  love  of  the  truth  that  they  might  be  saved.' 
(^  Thess.  ii.  10,  Douay  Bible.) 
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TrBC/  charity  would  Iea4  us  to  bring  a  man  out  of  his  soul- 
destroying  errors  by  the  best  means  available  ;  and  my  desire  rs 
to  rescue  him  and  his  victims  from  eternal  ruin,  by  holding  up 
to  them  the  light  of  reason  and  of  God's  truth  ;  for  Christ  says, 
"If  the.  blind  lead  the  blind,  ioM  fall  into  th^e  j)jt" — Matt.  xv. 
14;  Luke,  vi.  39,  Douay  Bible.         ; 

It  would  not  be  either  mercy  or  charity  to  hide  the  wonderfulr; 
doctor*8  frailties  and  ertors,  when  they  become  pitfalls  to  the 
souls  of  men. 

On  Tuesday  night  he  recommended  all  the  published  prayers 
to  the  Virgin,  particularly  her  Litany,  which  begins  thus  : — 
"We  fly  to  thy  patronage,'^  O  Holy  Mother  of  God;  despise  not 
our  petitions  in  our  necessities,  but  deliver  us  from  all  dangers^ 
O  ever  glorious  and  blessed  Virgin."  And  he  read  this,  although 
he  could,  at  another  time,  assert  that  God  could  not  give  his 
»lory  or  power  to  another. 

And  more  than  this,  on  the  last  night   (Wednesday)  he  had 
ithe  hardihood  to  recommend,  not  only  all  the  books  in  honour 
of  Mary,  but  also  the  "  Glories  of  Joseph" — one  of  the  most 
wicked  and   blasjihemous  I   know,  in  Mhich  Joseph  is  actually 
styled  the  King  of  Heaven  ! !       '\"«^^  '^f  «f"  ,^''^  *^^  f'^'^-  '  "^    - 
I  pass  by  his  allusion  to  the  confessional,  when  speaking  of 
*the  prodigal  son — the  visible  anger  and   shame  of  his  femal« 
auditors  was   enough  of  penalty  for  him  ;  but  I  must  say  that   I 
:ully  concur  with  his   concluding  remark,   to  the  effect  that  the 
people  were  losing  their  customary  respect  for  their  clergy,  whieiif 
lulways  constituted   the  vitality  of  the  Christian  religion  !  and  I^ 
dio  not  wonder  at  it.     Father  Sheppard  confessed  the  same  fact 
his  morning  in  the  same  place ;  but  what  else  can  they  expect 
f  they    all  treat  their   penitents   in  the   same   savage  way  that 
leather   Sheppard  treated  your  correspondent,  "  The  SafFerrng 
nquirer,"  as  appeared  by   his  letter  in   the  beginning  of  thie 
aonth  ? 

V^hy  does  not  Father  Sheppard  bring  about  his  Douay  Bible 
»md  answer  the  questions  which,  as  he  said  this  morning,  he  and 
lis  brother  clergy  were  troubled  with  from  their  parishioners? 
if  he  does,  I  promise  him  he  will  meet  with  no  further  incivility 
cor  not  answering  "  the  most  unheard-of  and  audacious  questions 
Inat  ever  a  layman  proposed  to  a  priest." 

But  next  week  1  will,  please  God,  have  a  word  for  him  and 

!3me  of  his  neighbours.     For  the  present  I  ask — "  Will  any 

Lomanist,  priest  or  prelate,  defend  the  horrors  of  the  following 

orceau,  taken  from  a  little  twopenny  book  called  "  The  Month 

?  August  on  the  Sacred  Heart  of  Mary  ?" — 

"  The  church,  assisted  and  instructed  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  pives  to  Mary 
les  which  resemble  those  given  to  her  divine  Son.  Jesus  is  our  king — 
|,r.^  ary  is  our  queen  ;  Jesus  is  our  advocate  and  mediator — Mary  is  our  ad- 
j»  cate  and  mediatrix  ;  Jesus  is  our  hope,  our  refuge,  our  consolation — we 
.(■  y  the  same  of  Mary  ;  Jesus  is  the  way  which  leads  to  heaven — Mary  i» 
'      «e  gate  of  heaven  ;   Jesus  is  our  guide  and  our  light  in  the  way  of  life — 
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Mary  is  the  star  which  guides  and  conducts  us  to  the  harboVir  of  salvation ; 
Jesus  is  the  author  of  grace — Mary  is  the  mother  of  grace.  In  a  word, 
Mary  participates  by  grace  in  all  the  titles  which  Jesus  enjoys  by  nature. 

*.'  But  what  is  still  more  decisive,  the  church  unites  Jesus  and  Mary  in 
the  honours  which  she  renders  to  them  on  their  solemnities.  So  soon  as 
there  is  introduced  a  feast,  a  ceremony,  a  practice  of  devotion,  to  pro- 
cure the  glory  of  Jesus,  so  soon  is  there  something  of  the  like  established 
in  honour  of  JNIary  ;  and  the  church,  which  celebrates  by  particular  feasts 
the  mysteries  of  the  Son,  from  his  incarnation  to  his  ascension,  solemnises 
in  like  manner  the  mysteries  of  the  mother,  from  her  conception  to  her 
assumption  into  heaven." 

I  am,  &c., 

August  25th.  A  True  Catholic. 


A  QUESTION  ON  TRANSUBSTANTIATION. 

In  the  canon  of  the  mass,  after  the  consecration  and  transubstan- 
tiation  of  the  bread  and  the  adoration  of  the  host,  the  priest  is 
directed  to  break  the  host  into  three  parts,  and  put  one  into  the 
chalice. 

What  is  it  that  the  priest  breaks? — It  cannot  be  the  bread,  for 
the  substance  of  the  bread  is  changed  ;  it  cannot  be  the  body  of 
Christ,  for  that  is  "immortal  and  impassible,  and  cannot  be 
divided  or  brokeUy^  as  Dr.  Doyle's  Christian  Doctrine  informs 
us.  What  then  is  broken? — It  cannot  be  the  accidents — that  is 
the  colour,  smell,  shape,  size,  weight,  taste,  &c.,  of  the  bread ! 
W^ill  any  priest  or  prelate  of  the  Church  of  Rome  say,  what  the 
priest  breaks  in  the  mass,  when  he  breaks  the  host? 


END    OF    TART    I. 
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